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Headteacher

Welcome to our Autumn 
recap newsletter, providing an 
insight into some of Belong 
School Devon's activities over 
the last term. 

As we near the conclusion of the term and the year 2025, Belong 
School Devon is actively preparing for 2026. We have 
commenced organizing our Ten Tors challenge, aiming to build on 
the significant success achieved by last year's team. Additionally, 
we are gearing up for our Bude residential trip, which proved to 
be a tremendous success last year, offering students a huge range 
of thrilling, adventurous, and educational experiences. 
For more details about this and other upcoming events, please 
check out our Meta (Facebook) page and visit 
www.belonglearning.co.uk/devon. 

We are extremely proud of our school 
achieving the Trauma and Mental Health 
Informed School Award. Our thanks to Trauma 
Informed Schools & Communities UK for their 
recognition and support. Award Schools and 
Organisations have to demonstrate 
exceptional levels of Trauma Informed Practice 
embedded across all areas of their setting. You 
can find out more at: 
https://www.traumainformedschools.co.uk/awards



KS3 students have 
been exploring the 
fundamental forces 
of the universe - 
atoms, elements, and 
chemical reactions. 
The interaction of 
various substances is 
always a highlight 
for learners, 
sparking their 
curiosity. 

Elsewhere, 
students pursuing 
the Double Award 
are immersing 
themselves in the 
wonders of the 
human body, 
exploring cell 
biology, 
understanding 
infection and 
response, and 
delving into 
photosynthesis 
and respiration.

Science
This term, students from across our year 
groups have studied a range of key science 
areas examining the world around us. As part of the Contemporary Portraits topic, 

students have been using a range of techniques 
to capture personality, emotion and style.

Art

This term, some of 
our students have 
been working on 
their monsters 
project, inspired by 
the work of Chris 
Ryniak. Developing 
skills in adding 
texture, shade and 
3D modelling, they 
will be working on 
bringing their 
creations to life.



A very important recent development in English teaching is 
“decolonizing the curriculum”. In more student-friendly 
language, we call this “Changing the DWD (Dead White 
Dude) dominance in English Teaching”. We have broadened 
our curriculum through the school to reflect a diverse, 
inclusive and multi-cultural society, and aim to build empathy 
for and understanding of other people’s experience when it 
differs from our own. An example of this is within the GCSE 
English Literature course, where after many years of teaching 
the same poetry anthology, the exam board have introduced 
a new collection called “World and Lives”. Year 10 are 
enjoying this very much, and the collection lends itself to 
interpretation via political, social and cultural approaches. 
Also on the theme of keeping the curriculum relevant, our 
teachers Ellie and Callum couldn’t find suitably engaging 
resources for our Functional Skills groups. So they made their 
own! One of these was called “Wonders of the World”. Ellie 
and Callum asked staff for photos of themselves at various 
Wonders of the World – some of us could offer one, or two 
at most. But there was one member of staff who has been 
everywhere…or has he? Look at these photos from the 
resource and judge for yourself….

The Autumn Term in Media Studies has seen us delving into the 
worlds of media analysis alongside 2D and 3D animation. 
Students have been creating their own short animation clips 
using a variety of techniques.

This term has been dedicated to 
enhancing skills across the board. 
Our KS4 students have been getting 
to grips with Paper 1, delving into 
reading comprehension and 
language analysis and uncovering 
the essence of different texts. KS3 
students have explored various 
skills, such as handwriting and 
reading, drawing inspiration from 
Plymouth's National Marine 
Aquarium to craft engaging factfiles 
as they focus on non-fiction.English

For students embarking on their exciting 
adventure with the beautiful Spanish 
language, we have explored the 
alphabet, numbers, and greetings. 
Meanwhile, KS4 learners have delved 
into the intricacies of the language, 
mastering past, present, and future tenses. 
We’ve also immersed ourselves in the rich 
cultural traditions of Spain, discovering 
vibrant places like Madrid, Barcelona, 
and Mallorca.

Spanish

Media
Alongside more 
traditional 
Wallace and 
Gromit-style 3D 
stop motion, 
students have 
also been using 
sophisticated 
animation 
programmes to 
create virtual 
models which 
can then be 
made to move 
digitally.



7th January
First day of Spring term 
7th - 23rd January
IEP reviews
12th - 23rd February
Year 11/12 mock exams
16th-20th February
Spring half term
2nd April
Last day of the Spring Term
21st April
First day of Summer term
4th May
Bank Holiday - School closed
5th May
Yr11/12 Study Leave begins
25th-29th May
Half term holiday - one week
25th - 26th June
Leavers' activity week
26th June
Leavers' Last Day
22nd July
Last day of the Summer Term

Key Dates

Dates 
and 
Notices

You can find out more about Belong 
School Devon, the lessons and 
activities  taking place at our school 
and the Belong Learning 
organisation by visiting our website:
www.belonglearning.co.uk/devon 
and following our Meta (Facebook) 
page:
www.facebook.com/belongschoolde
von

Students have been learning about personal identity, 
feeling safe and respected, rights and responsibilities, 
contributing positively to their community, setting 
goals, and valuing diversity. This unit builds 
self-awareness, empathy and a sense of belonging, 
laying the foundation for respectful relationships and 
responsible citizenship.

This term in PSHE, 
students will take 
part in the Jigsaw 
programme’s first 
unit, “Being Me in 
My World,” which 
encourages 
Students to reflect 
on their identity, 
their role in the 
school community 
and the wider 
world. 

PSHE

As part of Learning 
Outside the Classroom at 
Shallowford Farm, students 
took care of the farm's pigs 
by cleaning their spaces, 
renewing their bedding, 
and gaining hands-on 
experience in animal care. 
In addition to the skills 
developed, these tasks 
also enhance wellbeing, 
foster social skills, and 
build resilience, all of 
which are emphasized in 
the UK national curriculum 
and secondary school 
guidelines. 
For many students with 
SEMH needs, such 
experiences boost their 
confidence, enhance 
attendance, and help to 
build their sense of 
belonging in school.

LOTC


